INTERESTS   AND    OCCUPATIONS
sichord, Nicholao again on the violin and a German
on the viol d'amore. Mr. Avell was sent by Charles II
to cultivate his voice in Italy. He had a famous
treble voice and Evelyn says he ucould have sworn it
had been a woman's'5 when he heard him, Mary
Evelyn accompanies her father one evening to a party
given by Lord Arundel of Wardour. There was
singing and playing on the harpsichord, and Mary
sang "to the great satisfaction of both the masters and
a world of people of quality present/5 and she per-
formed again at Lord Rochester's, where a French
boy sang, and Mrs. Packer, who sang too loud. No
woman, he thinks, had a stronger voice ucould she
possibly have governed it. She would do rarely in a
large church among the nuns." Evelyn also invited
musicians to perform in his own house; indeed, he
sought music and greatly enjoyed it, although it will
be noticed that it is the executants rather than the
music itself which he praises. A letter from Nicholas
Lanier the composer* shows that he had set some
verses of Evelyn's to music. The song, however, has
disappeared.
In the realm of architecture it was Evelyn's
taste and experiences from foreign travel which
were of value rather than any expert technical
knowledge of structure; and whether it was the new
St. Paul's, or the great new hospitals at Greenwich
and Chelsea which were under discussion, his advice
was sought. He was himself a draughtsman and some
of his Italian drawings were etched.
*Britisb Mxiseum. Add. MSS., 1585.
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